
MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING OF SCHOOL BOARD 
SUNMAN-DEARBORN COMMUNITY SCHOOL CORPORATION 

RIPLEY AND DEARBORN COUNTIES, INDIANA 
MAY 14, 2026 

 
An Executive Session was held at 6:00 PM EST in the Trojan Conference Room at East Central High School.  During the 

Executive Session, the Board discussed a job performance evaluation of individual employees as per I.C. 5-14-1.5-6.1(b)(9).  The 
Board of Education will not discuss subject matter in the Executive Session other than the subject matter specified in the notice for the 
meeting. 

 
The regular meeting of the Board of School Trustees of the Sunman-Dearborn Community School Corporation was held in 

the Board Room at East Central High School with the following individuals in attendance: Board members James Graf, Glenn Scholl, 
Dawn Burke, Robert Davis, Joseph Bulach, Gary Gellert, Sara Hylton, School Attorney Frank Kramer, Superintendent Dr. Andrew 
Jackson, Director of Financial Operations Mary Ann Baines, Director of Student Services Dr. Kelly Roth, Director of Transportation 
Jamie Shartzer and Recording Secretary Cheri Huff. 
 

Mr. Graf called the regular meeting to order at 7:00 PM EST.  The Sunman Elementary Color Guard led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

 
Mr. Graf asked for public comments.  There were no comments. 
 
Dr. Jackson read the items on the consent agenda. 
4.1 Approval of minutes for the regular board meeting on April 9, 2026 
4.2 Approval of claims for payment (154171-154418) 
4.3 Approval of personnel report 

Request for Medical Leave 
Name​ ​ ​ ​ Building & Assignment​ ​ ​ Effective Date 
Removed for privacy 

Recommendation for Employment 
Name​ ​ ​ ​ Building & Assignment 
Kendall Brue​ ​ ​ Corp/Education Consultant 
Sarah Watts​ ​ ​ Corp/Teacher 
John Deddens​ ​ ​ ECHS/Teacher 
Katie McCord​ ​ ​ ECHS/Teacher 
Cassandra Rowland​ ​ ECHS/Homebound Teacher 
Joe Lamb​ ​ ​ ECHS/Summer School Proctor 
Abby Huber​ ​ ​ ECHS/Summer School Proctor 
Jordan Morris​ ​ ​ ECMS/Instructional Assistant 
Karlee Bertsch​ ​ ​ ECMS/Instructional Assistant 
Michelle Wheat​ ​ ​ ND/Summer School Teacher 
Beth Sizemore​ ​ ​ ND/Summer School Instructional Assistant 
Allison Mullalley​ ​ ​ BE/Teacher 
Connie Turner​ ​ ​ BE/Summer School Teacher 
Teresa Bolinger​ ​ ​ BE/Summer School Instructional Assistant 
Lori James​ ​ ​ BE/Extended School Year Teacher 
Melisse Lowe​ ​ ​ BE/Extended School Year Teacher 
Jamie Callaway​ ​ ​ SE/Speech Therapist 
Mary Kate Campbell​ ​ SE/Summer School Teacher 
Laura Bowman​ ​ ​ SE/Summer School Instructional Assistant 
Jackson McClain​ ​ ​ ECHS/Lifeguard 
Philip Moreland​ ​ ​ ECHS/Custodian 
Teri Hornberger​ ​ ​ ECMS/Teacher 
Rachel Mersmann​​ ​ ECMS/Homebound Teacher 
Emma Hotopp​ ​ ​ ND/Teacher 
Maryann Gamel​ ​ ​ SE/Nurse 

Accept Letter of Resignation 
Name​ ​ ​ ​ Building & Assignment​ ​ ​ Effective Date 
Kendall Brue​ ​ ​ BE/Teacher​ ​ ​ ​ 05/29/2026 
Judith Higginbotham​ ​ ECMS/Food & Nutrition Associate​ ​ 05/29/2026 
Gordan Grubbs​ ​ ​ Corp/Bus Driver​ ​ ​ ​ 02/13/2026 

 
 
 



Accept Letter of Retirement 
Name​ ​ ​ ​ Building & Assignment​ ​ ​ Effective Date 
Lori Hendy​ ​ ​ Corp/Teacher​ ​ ​ ​ 05/29/2026 
Nathan Oehlman​ ​ ​ ECHS/Teacher​ ​ ​ ​ 05/29/2026 
Juanita Reinshagen​ ​ ECHS/Teacher​ ​ ​ ​ 05/29/2026 
Lisa Tyler​ ​ ​ BE/Teacher​ ​ ​ ​ 05/29/2026 

Recommendation for Transfer 
Name​ ​ ​ ​ Building & Assignment 
Kelly Roth​ ​ ​ Director of Student Services to ​ ​ 07/01/2026 
​ ​ ​ ​ Asst. Supt of Curriculum & Instruction 
Jamie Shartzer​ ​ ​ Director of Transportation to​ ​ 07/01/2026 
​ ​ ​ ​ Director of Support Services 
Brad Wynn​ ​ ​ ECHS Guidance to BE Teacher​ ​ 08/03/2026 

Recommendation for Seasonal/Summer Staffing 
Summer Custodian​ ​ Summer Custodian (cont.)​ ​ Summer Bus Driver​ Summer Athletics 
Jayme Pennington​​ ​ Neil Christen​ ​ ​ Melissa Schaefer​ ​ Justin Drees​

​ Amy Rumpke​ ​ ​ Mendy Cook​ ​ ​ Kitty Allen​ ​ John Patterson 
AJ Rumpke​ ​ ​ Melissa Wright​ ​ ​ Austin Shreve​ ​ Ben Bond 
Zoey Parr​ ​ ​ Lisa Kreimer​ ​ ​  
Savannah Campbell​ ​ Brittnee Polley​ ​ ​ Summer ECHS Office​ ​ ​  
Alyssa Riehle​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Colton Colegate​ ​ ​ ​  
Micaela Knueven​ ​ ​ Summer IT​ ​ ​  
Marissa Johnson​ ​ ​ April Dhamal​ ​ ​ Summer Bus Cleaning​ ​  
Thomas Miller​ ​ ​ Catrina Starost​ ​ ​ Sophia Crisman​ ​ Ethan Wynn​  
Cindy Hardebeck​ ​ ​ Marcia Hornberger​ ​ Mariah Roth​ ​ Anna Shartzer 
Tanya Collins​ ​ ​ Melissa Richter​ ​ ​ Ayden Schebler​ ​ Allan Wright 
Kayla Trent​ ​ ​ Jeremy Kirschbaum​ ​ Noah Brown 
 
4.4 Approval of Overnight Field Trips 
Joelee Ritzi, Sara Hylton and two (2) members of the Fishing Team going to the Bass Nation Tournament at Geist Reservoir 

from May 16, 2026 to May 17, 2026. 
Joelee Ritzi, Sara Hylton and four (4) members of the Fishing Team going to the IBF Tournament at Rocky Point from May 

29, 2026 to May 30, 2026. 
Brenda Osman, Ashley McConnell, Tammy Neltner and thirty-three (33) FCCLA students going to the National FCCLA 

Conference in Washington, DC from July 5, 2026 to July 11, 2026. 
Tyler Theising and thirty (30) 7th-9th grade boys basketball players going to team camp at Hanover College from June 17, 

2026 to June 18, 2026. 
Tyler Theising and ten (10) 9th-12th grade boys basketball players going to team camp at IWU in Marion, IN from June 12, 

2026 to June 14, 2026.  
​  

Dr. Jackson recommended approval of consent agenda items 4.1 through and including 4.4 as presented.  Mrs. Hylton made 
a motion, seconded by Mr. Bulach, to approve consent agenda items 4.1 through 4.4.  The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
​ Due to technical difficulties, agenda item 5.1, School Accountability Model,  will be presented at the June meeting. 
 
​ Dr. Jackson recommended approval of administrator contracts.  Mr. Gellert made a motion, seconded by Mr. Davis, to 
approve the administrator contracts.  The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
​ Dr. Jackson recommended approval of the 2026-27 Tiger Town Parent/Student Handbook and Latchkey Handbook.  Mr. 
Davis made a motion, seconded by Mr. Bulach, to approve the handbooks.  The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
​ Dr. Jackson recommended approval of the 2026-27 S-DOA Parent/Student Handbook.  Mr. Davis made a motion, seconded 
by Mrs. Hylton, to approve the handbook.  The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
​ Dr. Jackson recommended approval of the High Ability Handbook.  Mr. Scholl made a motion, seconded by Mr. Davis, to 
approve the handbook.  The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
​ Dr. Jackson recommended approval of the 2026-27 Elementary School Student Handbook.  Mr. Gellert made a motion, 
seconded by Mr. Bulach, to approve the handbook.  The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
​ Dr. Jackson recommended approval of the 2026-27 East Central Middle School Student Handbook.  Mr. Scholl made a 
motion, seconded by Mr. Davis, to approve the handbook.  The motion carried by voice vote. 
 



​ Dr. Jackson recommended approval of the 2026-27 East Central High School Student Handbook.  Mr. Scholl made a motion, 
seconded by Mr. Davis, to approve the handbook.  The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
​ Dr. Jackson recommended approval of the 2026-27 breakfast and lunch prices, increasing by $0.20.  Mr. Davis made a 
motion, seconded by Mrs. Hylton, to approve the lunch prices.  The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
​ Dr. Jackson recommended approval of two (2) clubs at East Central High School, the Debate Team and the Photography 
Club.  Mr. Scholl made a motion, seconded by Mr. Davis, to approve the clubs.  The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
​ Dr. Jackson recommended approval of a bus route extension for route 45.  Mr. Bulach made a motion, seconded by Mrs. 
Hylton, to approve the bus route extension.  The motion carried by voice vote. 
 
​ Technical difficulties were resolved, therefore Dr. Jackson gave a presentation on item 5.1, School Accountability Model. 
 

Mrs. Baines  reviewed the financial report for April 2026. 
 

​ Mr. Graf asked for S-DEA comments.  Mrs. Osman reported that the officers met and voted to award Sadie Hofer, a cadet 
teacher, a $500 scholarship.  Also, the Dearborn County Retired Teachers will be awarding a $500 classroom grant to one of our 
teachers.  She added that officer elections will take place in the next couple of weeks. 
 

Mr. Graf asked for Principal comments.  Each of the Principals reported on various events in their buildings. 
 

Mr. Graf asked for Superintendent comments.  Dr. Jackson stated that commencement will be June 7, 2026 at 2:00 pm.  He 
announced that there was not enough interest in the daycare program, so we will not be having it.  He said a Track and Field 
Scholarship in John Roeders name was awarded.  He congratulated Dr. Roth and Mrs. Shartzer on their positions in the corporation.  
He thanked the staff for a fantastic school year. 

 
Mr. Graf asked the board members for comments. Mr. Gellert stated that Ashley Andres is an exceptional track and field 

coach and Trevor Perkins is an unbelievable track and field athlete. 
 
​ There being no further business to discuss, Mr. Graf asked for a motion to adjourn.  Mrs. Hylton made a motion, seconded 
by Mr. Bulach, to adjourn the meeting at 8:08 pm EST. 


